


Dandeliony Flowers (Basal-Leaved) Edinburgh / Lothians 
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e OVERVIEW - This document covers flowers lacking prominent stem leaves. 
A separate PDF will cover those with prominent stem leaves. Do view that 
other PDF if the plant might be very exposed or nibbled down in such a way 
that stem leaves are unable to grow suitably. 


e EQUIPMENT - Lens and ruler are highly desirable! 





e SECTIONS - There are three sections, the first (‘Solitary Heads’) covers those with stems leading 
unbranched to a single flower, whilst the second (‘Multi-Flowers per Stem’) covers stems that 
have a cluster of flowers or branch so providing multiple flowers, and the third (‘Outside Region’) 
for those regulars and casuals found across the UK. Just jump to the section of interest! 


e QUICK FEATURES : 
Forked hairs : Rough and Lesser Hawkbits 
Floret base-scales (pull florets out + lens!) : Cat’s-Ears (Common; rare: Smooth, Spotted) 
Few Phyllaries : Lesser Hawkbit, Smooth Catsear 
Runners : Mouse-Ear Hawkweeds (Common, Spreading; outside: Shetland), Fox-and-Cubs 
(Orange; rare: Yellow) 
Hollow Stem (squeeze!) : Dandelion 
Flower base tapers to stem : Autumn Hawkbit mainly. 
Splayed Lower (Outer) Phyllary Ring - Smooth Hawksbeard, Dandelion 
Bract ‘Ears’ on Stem - Cat’s-Ear (Common; rare: Smooth (a few)); Hawkbit (Autumn; Rough 0-2) 
Orange Flowers - Fox-and-Cubs 
Sap - Dandelion (also some on companion PDF) 


¢ GLOSSARY - 
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Species Covered 


Solitary Heads 


Dandelion - Ubiquitous - Taraxacum agg 

Autumn Hawkbit - Common everywhere - Scorzoneroides autumnalis (=Leontodon ...) - Map 
Lesser Hawkbit - City and E Coast and sporadic other records - Leontodon saxatilis ssp saxatils - 
Map 

Rough Hawkbit - Dotted widely around region - Leontodon hispidus - Map 

Mouse-Ear Hawkweed - Universally common - Pilosella officinarum - Map 


Multi-Flowers per Stem (Clustered or Branched) 


Spreading Mouse-Ear Hawkweed (as subsp. flagellaris) - Frequent except hills - Pilosella flagellaris 
- Map 

Yellow Fox-and-Cubs - Rare casual - Pilosella caespitosa ssp colliniformis - Map 

Fox and Cubs - Frequent to common except rare in hills - Pilosella aurantiaca - Map 

Tall Mouse-Ear Hawkweed - Very rare occasional - Pilosella praealta - Map 

Cat's-Ear - Ubiquitous but patchy in high hills - Hypochaeris radicata - Map 

Hawkweed (Basal Leaf example) - Common - Hieracium agg 

Smooth Hawksbeard - Common except in the hills - Crepis capillaris - Map 


Outside region 


Smooth Cat's-Ear - Absent, but casuals recorded at Melrose and St Andrews - Hypochaeris glabra - 
Map 

Spotted Cat's-Ear - Very rare in UK (Cumbria and S of) - Hypochaeris maculata - Map 

Shaggy Mouse-Ear Hawkweed - Scattered areas south of Isle of Man - Pilosella peleteriana - Map 
Glaucous Fox-and-Cubs - UK at Southport - Pilosella lactucella - Map 

Lamb's Succory - 1 old record in Fife; UK rare casual - Arnoseris minima - Map 

Tuberous Hawksbeard - Extremely rare casual (2 Irish records) - Aetheorhiza bulbosa - Map 

Scaly Hawkbit - Very rare casual (inc. 1 rec from St Andrews; another Grimsby) - Hedypnois cretica 


- Map 


Solitary Heads 


- Ubiquitous - Taraxacum agg 
e Dandelions are extremely variable in leaf shape and flower size, with many hundred species, a 
few shown here. Flowers can vary from small to large. 
Distinctive features: Flower stems are clearly hollow when squeezed lightl 
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- Common everywhere - Scorzoneroides autumnalis (=Leontodon ...) - Map 
Distinctive features: The head usually tapers smoothly onto its stem, which is often deeply ridgy. 


Similar: Cat’s-ear (hairless unridgy stem, scales among its florets (pull florets out + lens!)). 
Seeds: BODY 3.5-8.0mm, finely ribbed, not flattened; UNBEAKED; PAPPUS 3-8mm in 1 row, feathered. 
Varieties: Eleven listed by Sell, distinguished by leaf lobiness/toothiness, hairs, phyllary size, uprightness. 
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- City and E Coast and sporadic other records - Leontodon saxatilis ssp saxatils - 
Map 
Distinctive features: Few phyllaries (often notably discoloured at edges/tips), forked hairs, edge 
seeds have no long wind-hairs. 
Similar: Smooth Cat’s-Ear (also few phyllaries, but: unforked hairs, little-hairy leaves, scales in its 


florets), Rough Hawkbit (outermost seeds have long wind-hairs). 

Seeds: Outer|inner:- BODY ?|5 (inc beak) mm, curved |straight; BEAK unbeaked|short-beaked; PAPPUS scaly ring | feathery. 

Varieties: Three, arenarius (unhairy bracts & stem - as pictured below - dunes, shingle & open grassland), saxatalis (slightly hairy stem, hairs of 
medium size, stems to 30(-45)cm, leaves to 20x3 cm, head 15-30 mm, phyllaries to 11mm - closed grassland), pristis (many long hairs on stem, stems 
to 15mm, leaves to 8x2cm, head 15-20mm, phyllaries to 9mm - Channel Islands only). 


Galleries: wildflowerfinder.org.uk 
<- 12-20 mm across -> 
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Rough Hawkbit - Dotted widely around region - Leontodon hispidus - Map 
Distinctive features: Very hairy, forked hairs, many phyllaries, outermost fruits have wind-hairs. 


Similar: Lesser Hawkbit (outermost fruits lack wind-hairs). 

Seeds: BODY 5-8 mm; UNBREAKED though narrowing; PAPPUS 9-11 mm in 2 rows (inner feathery outer simple). 
Varieties: glabratus (rare) lacking hairs. 

Galleries: wildflowerfinder.org.uk 
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Mouse-Ear Hawkweed - Universally common - Pilosella officinarum - Map 
Distinctive features: Patch-forming through runners, white under leaves. 
Similar: Shaggy Mouse-Ear H. (no runners, very long hairs), Spreading/Shetland Mouse-Ear H. 
(multiple heads, pale-green under leaf), Glaucous Fox-and-Cubs (multiple heads, bluey-grey 


leaves, leaf surfaces not/little hairy). 
Subspecies: Seven, many recorded in the region, which are identified by the hairs on the phyllaries and the upper stem:- the proportion of glandy 
ones, black-bases, unequal sizes, typical fullest size; if you have a macro, you can record these details, with ruler, for further exploration. 
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Multi-Flowers per Stem (Clustered or Branched) 


(as subsp. flagellaris) - Frequent except hills - Pilosella flagellaris 
- Map 
Similar: Common Mouse-Ear H. (solitary heads, white under leaves), Shaggy Mouse-Ear H. (no 
runners, very long-hairy, whitish under leaves), Glaucous Fox-and-Cubs (bluey-grey leaves, surfaces 
not/little hairy). 


Subspecies: two, ssp flagellaris ‘ M-E.H.’ ours v bicapitata ‘ M-E.H.’:- heads per cluster 2-4(7) v (1)2(-4), flower stalk hairs 2-3 v 
to 7.5mm, phyllary hairs few to numerous (to 1.5mm) v dense (to 2.5 mm); geography UK/Eire-wide v confined to the Shetlands. 
Galleries: naturespot.org.uk * cherrug.se 
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Graham Calow on naturespot.org.uk 


- Rare casual - Pilosella caespitosa ssp colliniformis - Map 
Similar: Fox-and-Cubs (orange flowers, leaves only to 5cm). 
Galleries: fleursauvageyonne.github.io 
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1. J K Marlow on namethatplant.net 2. fleursauvageyonne.github.io 


Fox ane Cubs - Frequent to common except rare in hills - Pilosella aurantiaca - Map 


r: Yellow Fox-and-Cubs (yellow flowers). 
Subspecies: Two, ssp carpathicola (most common) v aurantiaca (occasionally recorded):- runners underground v overground, plant spreading poorly 
V V easily, rosette eaves 10-20(30) x 2.2- 6. 0(7.0) mm v Zs 10(16) x 1.2-2.0(3. a mm. 









oe eS a Hawkweed - Very rare occasional - Pilosella praealta - Map 


> features: long narrow leaves (somewhat up stem) and tall stems, all little-hairy. 
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1. Andrea Moro on Wikipedia 2. Jan_Dolezal6 on researchgate.net 


at's-Ear - Ubiquitous but patchy in high hills - Hypochaeris radicata - Map 
Distinctive qualities: Unhairy poorly-ridged stem, simple (unforked) hairs, scales among florets 


(pic below or excellent web pictures here). 
Similar: Lesser & Greater Hawkbits (forked hairs, no floret scales), Autumn Hawkbit (stem very 


ridged, may be slightly hairy, no floret scales). 


Seeds: BODY 3-7 mm (8-17 central inc beak), ribbed, strongly spined; BEAK inners’ long, outers’ usu too; PAPPUS in 2 rows of hairs (outer 3-6 mm 


simple or slight feathering, inner 9.3-12.5 mm feathery). 
Subspecies: two, ssp radicata (ubiquitous) v ericetorum (dunes etc, unrecorded):- stems 30-60(100) v (1)7-30 cm, stem erect v prostrate, leaves 8- 


25 v 1-12 cm, leaves often ascend v prostrate, inner phyllaries 16-25 v 10-17 mm. 
alleries: wildflowerfinder.org.uk * aphotoflora.com 
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Hawkweed (Basal Leaf example) - Common - Hieracium agg 
e Hawkweeds comprise many variable species, some with leaves up the stems, some lacking, 
however the leaves are generally distinctive, here being wide-based, long-stalked, and furrowed. 
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Smooth Hawksbeard - Common except in the hills - Crepis capillaris - Map 

e There are two forms, this short form appears with a diffusion of leaves at the ground and has 
smaller flower bases. The taller kind which is clearly leafy up the stem is in the other PDF. 
Distinctive qualities: Splayed lower (outer) phyllaries, unhairy leaves, in this form lack of main 


stem & stems slender. 

Seeds: BODY 1.4-2.5 mm, abruptly narrowed, 10-ribbed; UNBEAKED; PAPPUS 3-4 mm, in 2 rows. 

Varieties: two, capillaris with small low form, phyllaries 4.5-7.0 mm, agrestis with clear main stem, phyllaries 7-9 mm. (A glandulosa with glands on 
the phyllaries is also listed but may be more confusion than use...) 





Outside region 


- Absent, but casuals recorded at Melrose and St Andrews - Hypochaeris glabra - 


Map 
Distinctive features: Few phyllaries, unforked hairs, leaves little-hairy (& floret scales). 


Similar: Lesser Hawkbit (hairs forked, leaves often rather hairy). 
Seeds: Outer|inner:- BODY 2.5-5.0 | 4.5-5.5 (central 6-9(13.5)mm incl. beak) mm; BEAKING usu unbeaked | long-beaked-unbeaked; PAPPUS in 2 
rows (outer 3-6 mm simple/slight feathering, inner 9.5-15.0 mm feathery). 


Galleries: wildflowerfinder. org.uk 
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Geoff Toone at wildflowerfinder.org.uk 





- Very rare in UK (Cumbria and S of) - Hypochaeris maculata - Map 
oe: BODY 5-7 mm; BEAK long; PAPPUS 6-11 mm, 1 row, feathery. 
Galleries: aphotoflora.com * biolib.cz 
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Photos: 1. Meneerke Bloem on Wikipedia, 2. Anon on aphotoflora.com, 3. Hugues Tinguy on tela-botanica.org 


- Scattered areas south of Isle of Man - Pilosella peleteriana - Map 
Distinctive features: No long runners, very hairy, whitish under leaves. 
Similar: Common Mouse-Ear H. (less hairy, shorter hairs, long runners), Spreading/Shetland Mouse- 
Ear H. (multiple heads, pale green under leaf, leafy runners), Glaucous Fox-and-Cubs (bluey, little- 
hairy leaves). 
Galleries: british-wild-flowers.co.uk * florealpes.com 
subspecies: Three, petetenana, subpeleteriana & tenuiscapa, eistnpeisnes by sizes of parts (stem, leaf, flower base, phyllaries & flower). 


SN, 
\ 
i j 
Q\. 
wY 
=. Va 
“ 
he SN Nets a 
“Sy Py x , 
ie , 


i \ a % 
: irs Ny, Jong. “Whitish\unders) s)): 
Ss aly Pe ait o 4 oN x NX r 


Y 3 


1.5-3 mm 





1. Michel Tasson on Wikipedia, 2. Graeme Kay on british-wild-flowers.co.uk 


- UK at Southport - Pilosella lactucella - Map 
Similar: Common & Shaggy Mouse-Ear H. (single heads, white under leaf), Spreading/Shetland 


Mouse-Ear H. (greeny leaves). 
Galleries: actaplantarum.org 
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Photo on actaplantarum.org 





Lamb's Succory - 1 old record in Fife; UK rare casual - Arnoseris minima - Map 


Distinctive features: Seeds lack wind-hairs, flowers small. 
Seeds: BODY 1.5-2.2 mm, somewhat flattened, c.5-ribbed (+5 weak); UNBEAKED; PAPPUS none. 


Galleries: florealpes.com * floracatalana.net 





1. Krzysztof Ziarnek on Wikipedia, 2 & 3. Jiri Kamenicek on biolib.cz 


Tuberous Hawksbeard - Extremely rare casual (2 Irish records) - Aetheorhiza bulbosa - Map 
Seeds: BODY 3.0-4.5 mm, not flattened, 4 deep grooves; UNBEAKED (attenuate); PAPPUS 7-8 mm, in several rows of pure white unfeathery hairs. 
Galleries: ignacio56.blogspot.com * flora.org.il 
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Ignacio Villar at ignacio56.blogspot.com 


Scaly Hawkbit - Very rare casual (inc. 1 rec from St Andrews; another Grimsby) - Hedypnois cretica 
- Map 

Seeds: Outer|inner:- BODY 5.0-7.5 mm|5-7 mm, minute hairs, enveloped by bracts|not, UNBEAKED; PAPPUS scale-ring 1 mm]|4-6 mm(5 hair-scales) 
Galleries: flora.biologiasur.org * nathistoc.bio.uci.edu * maltawildplants.com 
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J Fuentes at flora. biologiasur.org 


Info 

Updated : 2020-01-24 - please check you have the latest version! 

Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 

Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 
All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 


